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Woodloes Primary School 
Calculation Policy  

A guide for teachers and parents: developing children’s number sense in mental and written calculation 

                  

 

This policy has been largely adapted from the White Rose Maths Hub Calculation Policy with further material added. It is a working document 

and will be revised and amended as necessary. Progression within each area of calculation is in line with the programme of study in the 2014 

National Curriculum. This calculation policy should be used to support children to develop a deep understanding of number and calculation. 

This policy has been designed to teach children through the use of concrete, pictorial and abstract representations. 
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Rationale 

It is the intention of this document that the progression in strategies taught is understood alongside the central aim of 

developing ‘number sense’: nurturing children’s ability to be flexible with using number. It is important then that the 

policy is not seen as a series of methods to be ‘got through’, but rather, guidance for strategies that may be used in service 

of this wider aim. As such, not every stepped approach will be necessary for every child. However, if a child is finding a 

particular strategy challenging, this may equally signify a conceptual misconception to be addressed. In effective maths 

learning, procedural fluency in a method must be accompanied by a conceptual understanding of its meaning. As such, 

standard formal written methods such as ‘short division’ or ‘column method’ can be problematic if not fully understood. It 

is for this reason that written methods must be based on solid foundations of mental strategies, which in turn are 

supported through the use of manipulatives, images, models and representations.  

An established aim of the new mathematics curriculum is that children should learn to reason, explain and justify the 

types of maths they use by explaining not just what they are doing, but why and how the particular strategy works. Talk 

and reasoning should therefore be considered as a fundamental part of learning to calculate. The policy of Woodloes 

Primary is that manipulatives, images, models or representations should be available to children throughout primary 

school. 

Age stage expectations  

The calculation policy is organised according to age stage expectations as set out in the National Curriculum 2014, 

however it is vital that pupils are taught according to the stage that they are currently working at, being moved onto the 

next level as soon as they are ready, or working at a lower stage until they are secure enough to move on. 
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Main Principles for EYFS 

In the statutory framework for EYFS, an Early Learning Goal; is the standard children are expected to 

achieve by the end of their reception year.  The ELG relevant t calculations is Number: 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including toe composition of each number. 

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 

(including subtraction facts) and some up to 10. 

 

 

Calculations will be taught in a purposeful, practical way and children will use play and exploration to 

acquire the relevant mathematical skills to solve them.  A large majority of mathematical work is practical, 

and learning will happen in many different contexts around the indoor and outdoor provision.  Some 

mathematical concepts relating to calculation will be adult/teacher led and children can also freely explore 

these concepts through a variety of different activities and resources set up each day. Learning is repeated 

using different resources and representations to embed understanding. 
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EYFS Calculation Policy 
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Key Stage One and Key Stage Two Calculation Policy 
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Calculation Guidance: Addition  
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Calculation Guidance: Addition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Addition 
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Calculation Guidance: Addition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Addition 
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Calculation Guidance: Addition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 
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Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 
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Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 
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Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 
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Calculation Guidance: Subtraction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Multiplicatio 

 

 



20 | P a g e  
 

Calculation Guidance: Multiplication 
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Calculation Guidance: Multiplication 
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Calculation Guidance: Multiplication 
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Calculation Guidance: Division 
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Calculation Guidance: Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculation Guidance: Division 
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Calculation Guidance: Division 
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Calculation Guidance: Division 
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Number formation at Woodloes Primary School 

  

This policy is to ensure consistency of number presentation throughout the school and avoid ambiguity between which 
number is which.  
  

 

 

 

Please Note: 

We use the above number formation but due to type face and font it is difficult to follow on paper. 

When practising number formation with your child/ren, to use the above number formation. 


