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replied, agreed, assured, began, commented,  exclaimed, instructed, replied, 
stated, suggested, laughed, giggled. 

complained, confessed, cried, croaked, denied, fretted, gasped, groaned, 
gurgled, moaned, pleaded, protested, sniffled, sobbed, stammered, uttered, 
wailed, whispered, worried.

argued, barked, bellowed, boasted, demanded, hissed, insisted, interrupted, 
jeered, ranted, raved, roared, scolded, screamed, shouted, snapped, shrieked, 
stormed, taunted, yelled. 

nagged, lied, grumbled, blurted, babbled, grunted, mused, quavered, sneered, 
squealed, wondered.

Reporting clause
This adds extra information to the 
speech: it tells us who is speaking, 
provides details about the 
character and moves the action 
forward. Below are some words you 
might like to use in your reporting 
clauses depending on what mood 
your character is in. 

Happy

Upset

Angry

Negative
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Singular possession Plural possession

Plural noun possession

Apostrophes for possession handout
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LI: I can retrieve and record information from non-fiction.
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Coral Bleaching
Warmer temperatures within water 
leads to coral bleaching. The warmer 
temperatures cause the corals to 
expel zooxanthellae (an algae living in 
their tissues), which leads to them 
turning completely white. 

When the coral turns completely 
white, it is known as ‘coral bleaching.’ 
This doesn’t kill the coral, but it 
causes it stress making it more likely 
to die.  Coral is important to us as it 
protects the coastline by reducing 
the power of the waves, it provides 
jobs for people and is used as a 
source for new medicines. 

In 2005, South America lost half of its 
Caribbean coral reefs, in just one 
year, to coral bleaching! 

The main cause behind coral 
bleaching is climate change. A small 
water temperature change – just 2 
degrees Fahrenheit – can cause the 
coral to expel the algae. Pollution of 
the waters is another cause, as is too 
much sunlight. 

Once corals die, the reef rarely comes 
back. As numbers of coral become 
more and more limited, they struggle 
to reproduce, and therefore, 
deteriorate further.
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Oil Spills
Oil can spill into rivers, lakes and 
oceans when accidents occur with 
tankers, barges, pipes, drilling rigs 
and storage. They are caused by 
people making mistakes, faulty 
equipment, natural disasters (such as 
hurricanes) impacting on equipment 
or transport and people dumping 
illegally. 

Oil floats on the oceans, lakes and 
rivers, usually spreading out to form 
a thin layer. This is known as an oil 
slick. As this spreads and thins, it 
becomes sheen and often looks like a 
rainbow. These can sometimes be 
seen where cars have parked in wet 
weather.

Oil spills are harmful to marine birds, 
mammals, fish and shellfish. It destroys 
the insulation ability of marine mammals’ 
fur and the water-repelling abilities of 
birds’ feathers. Many of the animals can 
also ingest oil as they clean themselves, 
which poisons them. 
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Nets
Fishing nets can be lost or 
abandoned at sea and pose a threat 
to all types of marine life. These nets 
continue to trap everything they 
come across.

These lost and abandoned nets will 
continue to catch fish, but also 
entangle dolphins, sea turtles, 
porpoises, seals, sharks and other 
marine life. They cannot detect the 
nets using sight or sonar. 

Nets can cause damage to corals by 
entangling them making them break and 
leading to disease.

The nets prevent the captured 
marine animals from moving and 
cause injuries. They also stop 
mammals and birds from rising to the 
top of the water for air. Hundreds of 
animals can be caught with just one 
net. 

Nets are made of nylon or plastic 
which lasts for centuries and 
contributes to the plastic pollution in 
our oceans. These nets break down 
into smaller pieces and can be 
ingested by marine life leading to 
harm of internal organs and exposure 
to toxic chemicals. 
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Over-Fishing

Fishing can become an issue when 
vessels catch fish quicker than stocks 
can replenish. This is known as over-
fishing.

Additionally, to this over-fishing, 
fisherman can capture unwanted sea 
life causing losses of billions of fish, 
as well as sea turtles.

Over-fishing has a negative impact on 
ocean ecosystems. It also impacts on 
people that rely on seafood as a main 
source of protein. 
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PollutionPollution, found in our oceans, 
mainly comes from human activity. 
One form of pollution comes from 
runoff (where things have 
overflowed inland). These can 
include septic tanks, vehicles and 
farms.

Marine debris, which consists of tiny 
pieces of microplastics, abandoned 
fishing gear and derelict vessels, is 
also a problem. Marine species can 
be seriously harmed by being 
entangled or through ingestion. 

Garbage patches are large areas of 
rubbish, fishing gear and marine 
debris that has collected. These vary 
in size, from tiny microplastics to very 
large pieces of fishing gear. They are 
created due to gyres: rotating ocean 
currents which pull debris into one 
central location. The patch can start 
at the surface of the ocean and go all 
the way to the ocean bed. There are 
five gyres globally – one in the Indian 
Ocean, two in the Atlantic Ocean and 
two in the Pacific Ocean. 
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In my opinion, the most worrying ‘danger’ to the sea 
is…

Coral Bleaching

Oil Spills

Nets

Over-Fishing

Pollution




